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Further up, further in 
For the first time in our lives (at the age of 35 and after almost 

12 years of marriage) we are going to own our own home!  And, 
better yet, the home we are in the process of building will only cost 
us around $400 when completed!  On the down side, there will be 
no running water, electricity, or phone, and no glass in the windows.  
But we can’t wait to move in!   

When we first came to Kaffrine back in 2003, we were working 
in six different villages, sharing 
the Gospel and trying to minister 
to people as far and wide as we 
could.  As time has gone on, we 
have felt led in stages to go 
deeper in fewer villages.  When 
we were in six villages, we were 
only able to be in each village 
for a few hours each week, but 
as we have focused on fewer 
villages, we are able to spend 
more time with the folks in those 
villages.  But we are still feeling 
a desire to be in the villages for 
longer periods of time.  An 
article I (Corey) read for one of 
my seminary classes got us 
thinking even more about this, 
and the end result was that we 
began to think about moving out 
to the village in which we are 
investing most of our time so as 
to be there even more, and 
especially to be there during 
those evening hours when so 
much socializing happens.   

After much thinking, 
prayer, and conversations with 
each other, our girls, our 
teammates, and the villagers, 
we have decided to spend half of each week out in the village.  We 
will have two huts, one for Katie and I and one for the girls.   Our 
huts are under construction right now and we anticipate starting 
spending half-weeks in the village in mid-January. We will continue 
to rent our apartment in Kaffrine and spend the other half of each 
week there, doing computer-related work, team meetings, 
continuing town ministry, and, no doubt, recovering from the harder 
village life!   

We hope that moving out to the village will help us with a 
couple of key things.  We are experimenting now with having more 
but smaller storying groups.  Instead of having one main group that 
everyone in the village has to come to, we are planning to do many 
small groups, getting people who are already close friends or 
neighbors together to hear the stories.  We are also experimenting 
with a shorter storying track, doing about 25 stories rather than 52.  
That will allow us to share more quickly with more people.   

We are also looking forward to being able to actually 
demonstrate the ways of living and farming that we are teaching 
about in our community development program, and we hope that as 
a result more people will catch a vision for some of these healthier 
methods of living.  As we live with the villagers, we will also be more 
visibly demonstrating the Christian values we hold, such as not 
beating my wife and children, and sharing a hut as a husband and 
wife (instead of each wife and her children sharing a hut).  We will 
be striving to live in as Wolof a way as we can, adapting in every 
way possible, while making changes that they could make 
to live according to God’s Word and in a more healthy 
way. 

Please pray for our family as we make this major 
lifestyle change!  The girls are excited about this and 
thoroughly enjoyed our test run sleepover last month.  
They helped with peanut harvesting and shelling, 
sweeping the dirt yard and other household chores, and 
they especially liked bathing with a bucket of water and a 
cup standing on a rock!  Our prayer is that God will bless 
and enable us to better share His love and His truth as we 
seek to follow His leading in this new way. 

Wolof Christian Children’s Camp 
I (Katie) have to confess that I worried quite a bit 

about the Wolof Children’s Christian Camp right up until 
the first day of camp.  Our first choice for a speaker wasn’t 

able to come, and neither could our second choice.  Both women 
that we asked to come cook for the camp told us they wouldn’t be 
able to because their families were against the idea of them working 
at a Christian camp.  Furthermore, it didn’t seem like we were going 
to have enough donations to pay for the camp.  Then when we 
found out that one of the biggest Muslim holidays of the year would 
fall right before opening day, it seemed a very real possibility that 
none of the campers would be able to come!   

Oh, me of little faith!  On September 21st we had around 
seventy children arrive at the 
campsite in Ngaparou.  Almost 
every one of the kids we had 
invited came!  We had three 
different Christian Senegalese 
speakers and the most delightful 
Christian woman who knew how 
to cook for 100 people over a 
campfire!  And, God provided 
exactly the amount of money we 
needed to run the camp.  Jesus’ 
words to his disciples in Mark 
8:17-19 are echoing in my ears: 
“Why are you talking about [not 
having enough]?… Are you 
stubborn?… And don’t you 
remember?” Seeing God answer 
prayers and provide everything 
needed to make the camp go 
off—including the campers—was 
a powerful reminder to me to 
have faith that He will accomplish 
His purposes and provide what 
we need to do what He calls us 
to do.   

God blessed the camp 
through the time set apart for the 
proclaiming of the Gospel 
message and through the joy of 
fellowship in Christ.  Each one of 

the Senegalese young people who came to camp has heard about 
Jesus and shown interest in following Him.  Some, like our teenage 
friends Mallé and Khady, have already decided to follow Jesus; for 
them the camp was a time of encouragement, worship, and fun in 
an environment free of persecution.  For those who are still trying to 
figure out what the truth is, like Abdou, the camp provided another 
opportunity to hear God’s Word explained and to talk more with 
believers about spiritual things.  Still others came with questions and 
challenged the believers to defend the Christian faith. 

During the camp, we also had a short-term team of seven 
people, including my parents, from Windham Baptist Church in 
Maine who were a great help throughout the camp and a huge 
encouragement to us as a family.     

You can see photos and a short video of the camp on our 
Prayer Log at http://garrett.with.sim.org/prayer. These will give you a 
glimpse of all that happened visibly at camp:  the teaching and 
singing times, playing soccer on the beach, tie-dying T-shirts, 
swimming in the ocean, and the fun of being together.   

I cannot tell you what God did during the camp inside the 
hearts of these Senegalese youth. I can only tell you that we saw 
relationships being forged and strengthened and the Truth shared in 
Wolof in a safe, beautiful place during those four days at Ngaparou.  
We trust that God was, and is still, doing His invisible work in the 
hearts of the young people who were at camp this year. 
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Katie enjoying a visit to Ndiayekounda with mom Sally Tindall and 
daughter Emma 

Wolof Kids’ Camp 2009 
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Big Changes in the Kaffrine Team Lineup 
Jim and Bev Vaughn are the Southern Baptist missionaries 

who began the evangelistic ministry in the Kaffrine area.  They have 
been working in Senegal for over 25 years, working alone (and 
before Internet and Skype!) for many of those years.  They are the 
ones who had the Bible stories translated into Wolof and printed, 
along with many other Wolof resources.  They also opened the 
doors for the current missionary work in this area through their 
generous, clear witness and the many projects they did in village 
after village.  We are so thankful for the years of hard work, prayer, 
and love they have poured out on the Wolof - and on us - and will 
miss them dearly as they leave Africa for a new assignment. 

Steve and Esther Smith and their four children have moved to 
Kaffrine!  Having already served with SIM in other parts of Senegal 
since 1997, this family has a heart for the Wolof and are already 
proficient in the Wolof language and culture.  They are settling into 
their new home here in town and already meeting people and 
helping the team prepare for this Christmas’ outreach event.  We 
are overjoyed to have this dedicated and faithful family here on our 
team!      

Etiènne and Marie Sène have been planning to move their 
family to Kaffrine to join our SIM team.  However, as this process 
has taken almost two years, the Sènes feel that they cannot leave 
their family and church commitments at this time.  We are sad that 
we aren’t going to have these wonderful folks as teammates! But 
this decision was made with prayer and we believe it is the Lord’s 
leading for this time. 

Grandma Janie is moving to Kaffrine! 
Jubilant, delighted, thrilled, elated… the thesaurus doesn’t 

have enough words to describe how ecstatic we are that Corey’s 
mom, Janie Garrett, is planning on coming to Senegal as a 
homeschool teacher for Emma, Molly, and Wheaton beginning this 
summer!   

Janie has spent the last eight years as the director of Children 
and Family Ministries at an evangelical church in the United Arab 
Emirates (right next to Saudi Arabia).  She has lots of international 

and teaching experience and we’re excited to have her on the 
Kaffrine team.  With a master’s degree in Christian Education from 
Wheaton College, and as the girls’ grandmother, we think she is the 
best teacher our girls could have!  She has been to Senegal multiple 
times and has homeschooled the girls during her past few visits, 
which has been a positive experience for all.  Janie’s presence with 
us here in Kaffrine will also strengthen our witness as we seek to 
model Christian family in this extremely family-oriented culture. 

Janie has gone through the application process with SIM and 
been accepted as a mid-term missionary (for 2 years).  She is now 
seeking to put together a team of financial and prayer supporters 
who will partner with her.  Please be in prayer for her during this 
next year, that the Lord will raise up the support team she needs 
and that she will be able to come during the summer of 2010. 

Check out her website and video at : 

http://janiegarrett.with.sim.org. 
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Missionaries with SIM in Sénégal 
From Covenant Presbyterian Church  

Return Address Requested 

Grandma Janie homeschooling the girls during a recent visit 

Praise and Prayer Requests 
· Praise God for His blessing on the Wolof Children’s Christian Camp  in September! Pray for all the young people who are 

studying God’s Word and/or being discipled by our team to grow spiritually. 

· Praise God for Jaël Meier’s internship with us earlier this year; as a fluent French speaker she was able to do Bible study 
with one young believer and one seeker, and to help with Katie’s girls’ storying group. She blessed all of us here in Kaffrine 
very much! 

· On Saturdays , continue to pray for Katie and the Wolof girls’ youth group .  They have now done 42 of the 52 stories.   

· Keep praying for God to work through us in the village of Ndiayekounda.   

· Pray for the Lord to provide full financial support  for Janie Garrett  so that she can move to Kaffrine this summer.  

For regular updates, go to our Prayer Log at: http://garrett.with.sim.org/prayer 
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